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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, why is global security so
difficult to achieve or sustain? Why is
global security so needed and so de-
sired? What do we mean when we say
these words? How do we pray or even
imagine what global security would
look like?

So far, beyond our day-to-day world,
the round of an agriculture cycle, the
ordinary manufacturing routine, the
busy swirl of business, economic free-
fall, or the data of any computer, is the
unimaginable picture of global security
so impossible to communicate?

No wonder we are not sure what steps
to take if we do not have a picture in
mind. How do we pray, except to lay
the words themselves before You, O
Lord, as if it were Your problem or of
Your making and, so now, in need of
Your healing power. To which part of
the world’s prayer for global security is
any of us willing to say amen, Lord?

Yet deep down we know You know.
We need global security. Help us, Lord,
in word, in deed, in heart—at least in
prayer, be united as we pray for global
security and together say: amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

OUR PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN
NOT WANTED

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Why are we still in
Afghanistan? Al Qaeda’s been routed.
Our occupation fuels a Taliban insur-
gency. The more troops we send, the
more resistance we meet. If we want to
be truly secure, we need to redefine na-
tional security to include financial se-
curity, because America has record
debt, skyrocketing unemployment,
huge trade deficits, record business
failures, and foreclosures.

The people of Afghanistan don’t want
to be saved by us. They want to be
saved from us. Our presence and our
Predator drones Kkill countless inno-
cents, create more U.S. enemies, and
destabilize Pakistan. The U.S.-created
Karzai government is hopelessly cor-
rupt, despised by Afghans. Our solu-
tion: provide them with a high-level
U.S. minder, making him less legiti-
mate. Another strategy: buy or rent
friends among would-be insurgents.
Give them cash and guns. When the
money runs out, they shoot at U.S. sol-
diers.

We played all sides in Afghanistan—
and all sides want us out. They don’t
want our presence, our control, our
troops, our drones, our way of life.
We’re fighting the wrong war in the
wrong place at the wrong time. What

part of ‘‘get out” do we not under-
stand?

———
CONDITIONAL COMMITMENT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, a
war cannot be won from a podium, but
it can be lost. Laying out our entire
military strategy in Afghanistan for
our enemies is not only unwise, but
poses a significant threat to national
security. Our enemies have proven to
be patient and steadfast in their deter-
mination to wage war on democracy
and freedom. The President will send
more troops, but has shown his entire
hand to the world.

Last night’s premature announce-
ment by the President of an arbitrary
end date for withdrawal contradicts
our commitment to winning the war on
terror—no matter how long it takes. It
reaffirms our enemy’s belief that
America will lose its will to win. It
seems our policy in fighting the war in
Afghanistan is the surge-and-retreat
plan. Success should be the mission,
not ‘‘get out of Dodge’” on a certain
date.

Nowhere in history has a nation told
its enemy that commitment would be
for a set period of time and then the
struggle would be abandoned. The
President has said he wants to avoid
another Vietnam, yet he has reintro-
duced the Vietnam syndrome of condi-

tional commitment to America’s
cause.
And that’s just the way it is.

———
JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to address the issue of
key importance for my constituents:
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